UVTV MEMBER HANDOUT

The Versatile Voice Actor Workout

How to Break Down, Interpret, and Perform Six Different Voiceover Genres

One voice. Six genres. A lot more range than you may think.

One of the biggest mistakes new voice actors make is deciding too early that they can only perform one kind of
voiceover.

“I'm a commercial voice."
“I'm really more of a narrator.”
"I could never do characters."
"I don't have the right voice for medical narration."

Hold on, UVTV Members.

You may eventually discover that certain genres are a more natural fit for your voice, personality, and acting
instincts than others. That is completely normal. However, when you are first getting started, your job is to explore,
experiment, and learn what you can do before placing yourself in one tiny voiceover box.

Voiceover versatility does not mean performing 47 cartoon voices or sounding like a completely different human
being in every script. It means understanding how the purpose, audience, energy, pacing, and emotional tone
change from one genre to another - and then adjusting your performance accordingly.

This exercise will help you practice six different voiceover styles:

e Conversational commercial
e Corporate narration

e elearning

e Medical narration

e Animation

e Audio drama

Before you record anything, remember one important rule:

Do not simply read the words. Figure out why the words are being said. That is
where the acting begins.

A Simple Way to Break Down Any Voiceover Script

Before you hit the record button, take a moment to answer the following five questions.

Who Am I?

You do not need to create an elaborate character biography for every short script, but you should understand your
role in the communication.

Are you a trusted friend, a knowledgeable instructor, a medical professional, a company representative, a nervous
detective, or perhaps a talking squirrel with a serious caffeine problem?

Knowing who you are will help determine your attitude, pacing, energy, and overall approach to the read.

Who Am | Talking To?

Avoid speaking to a giant imaginary audience. Instead, choose one person and picture them standing a few feet
away from you.
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Who is this person? What do they already know? What might they be feeling? Why do they need to hear this
information?

Speaking to one specific listener will almost always make your performance feel more natural, personal, and
conversational.

Why Am | Saying This?
What do you want the listener to think, feel, understand, or do after hearing the message?

You may want them to purchase something, learn a process, feel reassured, trust a company, laugh, or lean closer
because something terrible may be about to happen.

The purpose of the script should guide your performance. Once you know what you want from the listener, the
words begin to have direction.

What Changes During the Script?

Even a 15-second script usually contains some kind of emotional or informational journey.

You might begin frustrated and end relieved. You may start calmly and gradually build excitement. Perhaps you
sound confident at first but reveal fear once you understand what is happening.

Look for the turn - the moment when the thought, emotion, or situation changes. That shift is often what keeps a
short performance from sounding flat.

Which Words Actually Matter?
Not every word deserves the same amount of emphasis.

Underline the words that carry the central meaning. Circle transitions and mark places where you might pause,
breathe, or change your attitude.

Be careful not to punch every adjective, product name, and call to action. When every word sounds important,
nothing sounds important.

Script One: Conversational Commercial

READ DIRECTION
Friendly, relatable, lightly amused, and natural. You are not formally announcing a product. You are sharing a
discovery with someone who understands your frustration.

| used to spend Sunday afternoon planning meals, shopping for groceries, and wondering why | bought
three different kinds of mustard. Now, FreshFork delivers everything | need for dinner. Less shopping, less
waste, and only one lonely mustard in the refrigerator.

How to Interpret It
Your role is not "commercial announcer." You are a busy person telling a friend how you made life a little easier.

The first sentence introduces the problem, the second presents the solution, and the final sentence delivers the
humorous payoff. The comedy should feel like a thought you just discovered rather than a joke you have been
rehearsing all day.

Try not to make "FreshFork" sound as though you are unveiling the next generation of space travel. It is a meal
service, so keep the delivery grounded and relatable.
Words to Explore

Consider giving some attention to:

e Sunday afternoon
¢ everything | need
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¢ less shopping
¢ one lonely mustard

Practice Exercise
Record three different takes.

Take One: Imagine you are speaking to a close friend in your kitchen.
Take Two: Add a little more enthusiasm without becoming announcer-like.
Take Three: Make the humor drier and more understated.
Listen to all three versions and decide which one sounds the most believable rather than the most "performed."

Common Mistake

A common mistake is trying too hard to sound casual. This often leads to unnecessary chuckles, exaggerated
pauses, or a fake smile that stretches across every sentence.

You do not need to prove that you are relaxed. Simply know who you are talking to and communicate the thought
honestly.

Script Two: Corporate Narration

READ DIRECTION
Professional, confident, forward-looking, and warm. Avoid sounding stiff, overly formal, or like a training film from
1987.

At Northstar Technologies, innovation begins with a simple question: What could work better? By listening
to our customers and challenging old assumptions, we're creating smarter systems that help businesses
move faster, communicate clearly, and prepare for what comes next.

How to Interpret It

Corporate narration is not simply "serious voiceover." The company wants to sound intelligent, capable,
trustworthy, and human.

Your job is to communicate those qualities without slipping into a huge, booming corporate voice. The opening
question is especially important, so give it a little room.

"What could work better?" should sound like a genuine question, not a slogan carved into the side of a building.

The script begins with curiosity and gradually moves toward confidence and possibility. Allow that progression to
shape the read.

Words to Explore

Consider giving some attention to:
e simple question
e work better
¢ listening
e smarter systems
e what comes next

Practice Exercise

Read the script once with a polished corporate tone. Then read it again while imagining that you are explaining the
company's mission to a talented new employee on their first day.

The second version will often feel warmer, more connected, and less like traditional corporate narration.
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Common Mistake

Many new voice actors give every sentence the same weight and rhythm. That may sound polished, but it can also
become predictable.

Allow the opening question to invite curiosity, let the middle build momentum, and give the final phrase a sense of
possibility. Professional does not mean emotionally flat.

Script Three: eLearning

READ DIRECTION
Clear, encouraging, conversational, and easy to follow. You are guiding the learner, not lecturing them.

In the next several modules, we'll explore how to recognize workplace hazards, report concerns, and
respond appropriately during an emergency. You won't need to memorize everything at once. Take your
time, review each example, and complete the short knowledge checks along the way.

How to Interpret It
Your primary job is to make the learner feel capable.

Imagine that you are a helpful instructor standing beside them rather than a strict teacher waiting for them to make
a mistake. Clarity is important, but clear delivery does not have to sound robotic or overly slow.

The script begins by explaining what the course will cover and then shifts into reassurance.

"You won't need to memorize everything at once" should sound like a genuine response to someone who may feel
uncertain or overwhelmed.

Words to Explore

Consider giving some attention to:

e next several modules

e recoghize

* report

e respond

¢ won't need to memorize everything
¢ take your time

Practice Exercise

First, read the script while imagining that the learner is intelligent but completely new to the subject.

Then record another version for someone who feels nervous about taking the course. You may notice that the
second performance naturally becomes more patient and reassuring.

Common Mistake

Some voice actors read eLearning material far too slowly because they believe instructional content must be
delivered one painful word at a time.

Good elLearning requires clarity, but it also needs forward motion. Give the learner enough time to absorb the
information without making them feel trapped inside the module until retirement.

Script Four: Medical Narration

READ DIRECTION
Calm, precise, reassuring, and compassionate. Avoid sounding frightening, detached, or excessively cheerful.
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Before your appointment, continue taking your prescribed medications unless your care team gives you
different instructions. Please arrive 20 minutes early and bring a current list of your medications. If you
have questions or notice any new symptoms, contact the clinic before your visit.

How to Interpret It
Medical narration requires accuracy, but accuracy is only half of the job.

The listener may be nervous, tired, confused, or worried about an upcoming appointment. Your delivery should
make the information easier to understand and receive.

You are not diagnosing the patient or trying to sound like a medical textbook. You are calmly guiding someone
through the next steps.

The instructions must remain clear, but the tone should also feel reassuring. The final sentence should sound
helpful rather than ominous.

Words to Explore

Consider giving some attention to:

e prescribed medications
o different instructions

e 20 minutes early

e current list

* new symptoms

e contact the clinic

Practice Exercise

Record one take focused primarily on precision. Then record a second take while imagining that you are speaking
to a family member who feels anxious about the appointment.

Your strongest performance will probably combine the clarity of the first take with the warmth and humanity of the
second.

Common Mistake

A frequent mistake is trying too hard to sound "medical," which often produces a delivery that feels cold and overly
clinical.

The listener does not need a voice that sounds like an instruction manual. They need a calm, knowledgeable
person they can trust.

Script Five: Animation

READ DIRECTION

Energetic, excitable, slightly frantic, and playful. Allow the character's thoughts and circumstances to drive the
voice.

Okay, nobody panic! | may have accidentally launched the royal birthday cake over the castle wall, but the
good news is, it landed frosting-side up. The bad news? The dragon saw it first. So, unless anyone
brought a much bigger cake, we should probably start running.

How to Interpret It
Animation is not simply about creating a funny voice. Begin with the character's situation.

This character has made a terrible mistake and is desperately trying to present it as good news. That emotional
conflict creates the humor.
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The character first attempts to calm everyone down, then explains the disaster, briefly celebrates the cake's safe
landing, and finally realizes that the situation is much worse than expected.

Allow each new thought to change the performance. Those shifts will create more comedy than simply using an
unusual pitch or accent.

Words to Explore

Consider giving some attention to:

e nobody panic

¢ accidentally launched
¢ frosting-side up

¢ the dragon

¢ much bigger cake

e start running

Practice Exercise
Record the script in three different ways.

Take One: Play a young castle assistant who is trying not to get fired.
Take Two: Become an overly confident knight who refuses to admit fault.
Take Three: Try a tiny, nervous creature who is already preparing to escape.

Do not focus only on changing the pitch of your voice. Change the attitude, physicality, emotional point of view,
and relationship with the listener.

Common Mistake
Many beginners build an animated character around a silly voice instead of a clear intention.

A strange voice may get someone's attention for a few seconds, but a character with real thoughts, reactions, and
objectives is far more interesting. Act first. Add the vocal characteristics second.

Script Six: Audio Drama

READ DIRECTION

Grounded, tense, intimate, and controlled. Build suspense without turning the performance into an exaggerated
movie trailer.

The door was locked when | arrived. No broken windows. No footprints. Nothing out of place - except the
clock in the hallway. It had stopped at 2:17, the exact time every witness claimed they heard the scream.
That's when | realized the killer hadn't escaped. They were still inside.

How to Interpret It
Audio drama requires you to create an entire world without the help of a camera.

The listener should be able to sense the room, the silence, and the danger through your performance. However,
do not begin at maximum intensity because you need somewhere to go.

The first few lines are observations. The clock creates the first major turn, and the final realization changes
everything.

"They were still inside" should feel like a discovery happening in the moment. Avoid announcing the twist before
the character actually reaches it.

Words to Explore

Consider giving some attention to:
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¢ |ocked

¢ nothing out of place
¢ the clock

o 2:17

¢ the exact time

¢ hadn't escaped

o still inside

Practice Exercise
Record the script once while standing completely still.

Then record it again while physically imagining yourself moving through the scene - checking the door, examining
the windows, noticing the clock, and suddenly sensing that someone may still be nearby.

The listener cannot see your physical behavior, but they can often hear it in the performance.

Common Mistake
Starting the entire script with a dark and breathy "scary voice" leaves nowhere for the tension to build.

If every line sounds ominous, the listener quickly becomes accustomed to the mood. Trust the writing and allow
the character's realization to create the fear.

How to Practice These Scripts Effectively

Do not record each script once, listen for two seconds, declare yourself terrible, and then go eat a sandwich.
Give yourself permission to experiment.

For each script, begin by reading it silently and identifying your role, listener, purpose, and emotional shift. Do not
worry about sounding impressive during this stage. Your first goal is simply to understand what is happening.

Next, put the script down and explain its basic message in your own words. When you return to the written copy,
try to keep that same natural communication.

Once you understand the script, record a take with a strong and specific choice. Change your relationship with the
listener, your emotional starting point, or the level of urgency. Do not assume that making the read louder
automatically makes it more interesting.

After recording a bolder version, pull the performance back. New voice actors often add too much because they
are trying to prove that they are acting. Very often, the strongest performance lives somewhere between the bold
take and the restrained take.

Finally, listen to your recordings as though you were the casting director.

¢ Does this sound believable?

¢ Do | understand who | am talking to?

¢ Does the performance fit the genre?

¢ Did the thoughts or emotions change?

e Am | communicating, or am | simply making "voiceover sounds"?

Be honest with yourself, but do not beat yourself up. Practice is supposed to reveal what still needs improvement.
That is how you grow.

A Few Important Reminders

Your Natural Voice Is Not the Problem

Many beginners believe they need a deeper, smoother, younger, brighter, or more unusual voice before they can
compete.

Your voice is only one part of the equation.
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Clients are also listening for believability, acting ability, timing, emotional intelligence, clarity, flexibility, direction-
taking, and connection with the listener.

A beautiful voice with no point of view can be surprisingly boring. A familiar, natural voice supported by strong
acting choices can be incredibly engaging.

Genre Changes Begin With Intention
You do not need six completely different voices to perform these six scripts.

The commercial should feel personal. The corporate narration should feel confident. The eLearning script should
feel supportive. The medical narration should feel reassuring. The animation script should feel playful and reactive,
while the audio drama should feel intimate and suspenseful.

Those changes come primarily from acting choices, not vocal tricks.

Record Yourself Often

Listening to your recorded voice may feel uncomfortable at first.

Most of us hear ourselves for the first time and think, "Who is that, and why are they using my microphone?"
That reaction fades.

The more often you record, listen, adjust, and record again, the better you will become at recognizing what is
working and what needs improvement.

Do Not Chase Perfection
The goal is not to create six flawless demo performances in one afternoon. The goal is to stretch your abilities.

Try something, make a mistake, adjust your approach, and try again. You may discover that you are far more
versatile than you originally believed.

That is how growth happens.

The Six-Genre Challenge
Over the next six days, choose one script per day and spend at least 15 minutes breaking it down, experimenting
with different approaches, and recording several takes.

Save your strongest performance from each practice session. On the seventh day, listen to all six recordings in a
row.

Pay attention to whether each genre has its own energy, pacing, emotional tone, and relationship with the listener.

You should still sound like yourself. You should simply sound like someone who understands six different
voiceover jobs.

And that is the point.

Versatility does not mean becoming everything to everybody. It means developing enough range, acting skill, and
confidence to step into different genres without immediately saying:

"Oh, | can't do that."

Maybe you can. Now get in the booth and find out.
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